
 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

          

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
Our Fraternity Council 

2016 - 2019 

 

Minister      Bob Longo, OFS    
                     410 921-0040  
 

V. Minister   Ed Burgee, OFS          
                     410-788-2718 
 

Formation   Geri Flynn, OFS     
                     410 730-4395 
 

Secretary     France 

                     Staudenmann OFS   
                     301 294-3085 
 

Treasurer    Michael  

                     Radcliffe OFS    
                     301 310-5204 
 

Councilor    Lita Maisel OFS    
                     410 747-2374 

 

Councilor    Mary Karth OFS 

          301 514-5717 
 

Spiritual Assistant  
  Br. Lawrence LaFlame, OFM. Conv      

        410 531-2800               
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Evening Prayer 

 

Franciscan 
 

 
 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH CUPERTINO FRATERNITY 

2018 Theme for the Year "Living Our Charism Within Our Culture"  

Gathering – March 18, 2018 
 

Laudato Si (Praise be to you – On Care For Our Common Home), 
 

IV. DECLINE IN THE QUALITY OF HUMAN LIFE AND THE BREAK-

DOWN OF SOCIETY 

 

Paragraph 43 - “Human beings too are creatures of this world, enjoying a right to life 

and happiness, and endowed with unique dignity. So we cannot fail to consider the 

effects on people’s lives of environmental deterioration, current models of 

development and the throwaway culture.” ~ Pope Francis      

 
 

 
                                    

                                                                                                   

MINISTER’S MESSAGE  

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Francis and Clare,  
 

Our fraternity’s new theme for the year is, “Living Our Charism Within Our 

Culture”. The three words that stand out are, living, charism and culture. How does  

a Franciscan today live our charism within our culture? 

  

Throughout the coming months, at our monthly ongoing formation sessions, our 

Director of Formation, Geri Flynn, OFS, will present topics to first of all, understand 

how to reach out to others as Franciscans. 

 

Second, what charism means on a deeper level. 

  

Third, how to live in a singular culture as Franciscans. 

  

Fourth, how will our culture help us Franciscans grow in our prayer life? 

  

At out March gathering the first topic will be, “Dealing with everyday life” and at 

our April gathering, Brother Manny will present, “Remaining hopeful in trying 

times”. 

  

What a wonderful Franciscan spiritual journey to be experienced at this time in our 

lives. 

 

On another note, on April 7th our Regional Formation Director, Vicky Spalding, 

OFS, put together a Day of Reflection for Inquirers and Candidates at the Shrine of 

St. Anthony in Ellicott City. The theme – “Beholding the Face of Christ in Others.” 

 

A $50 deposit check needs to be made out to “St. Margaret of Cortona Region” and 

send to our Regional Treasurer, Peter Noyes before March 24th. For more 

information and address for Peter can be found on our fraternity website at: 

http://stjosephcupertino.sfousa.org/fraternity-news/ 

 

May you have a Holy and Blessed Lenten Season ~ Your Fraternity Council 
 
 

 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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Please Pray For … 

 

Connie Baker, OFS 

Marlene Feaga, OFS 

Marie Lindung, OFS 

Jim Manning, OFS 

Georgianna Papazian, OFS     

Jim Tebo, OFS   

 

 
 

March 18 

Ongoing Formation “Dealing with everyday life” 

 

April 7 

Day of Reflection for Candidates at the Shrine of St. Anthony 

 

April 15 

 Remaining hopeful in trying times”.  

Brother Manny will present 
 

April 21  

Election of new Regional Council 

Holy Land Monastery 

9:30 AM 

 

May 20 

“How our charism can apply to youth in today’s world” 

Harry Ford to present 
 

June 24 

Profession 

 

June 29 – July 1, 2018 

Chapter of Mats – Priest Field Center 

 
 

Our Franciscan Center Apostolate 
 

Don’t forget to bring your donated items to this month’s gathering, 

please pick from below.  Remember your monthly donation(s) are tax 

deductible. 

 
   Hand sanitizer    Soap 

   Toothbrushes    Toothpaste 

   Shampoo & Conditioner Washcloths 

   Deodorant    Disposable razors   
   Feminine hygiene products 

 

Your donations are tax deductible. 
 
 
 

 
OUR DECEASED 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
 

Deacon Tom Bello, OFS 

Frances Bastress, SFO  

Joe Bezila, SFO 

Jerry Cichowicz, SFO  

Shirley Costello, OFS 

Joe Cykoski, SFO 

Stella Cykoski, SFO  

Claire Lee Davison, SFO 

Adela Duff, SFO 

Donna Duncan, SFO 

Charles Ferrara, SFO 

 Mary Ferrara, SFO 

Dolores Fritz, OFS 

Marilyn Gilson, SFO 

Richard Hall, SFO  

Joy Kubricky, OFS 

Frances Langbehn, SFO  

Bob Lewis, SFO  

Jean Manning, OFS 

Yvonne Proch, SFO 

 Nancy Seaton, SFO 

Don Sweitzer, OFS 

Betty Taylor, SFO 

Bud Tenley, SFO  

Regina Yeager, SFO  
Dorothy Zalewski, SFO   
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February – 2018 

 

Beginning Balance:         $ 2,207.34  

     Income                  550.00    

Total                    $ 2,757.34 

 

Expenses: 

    Brother Lawrence             100.00 

    Franciscan Friars             100.00 

    Postage Stamps               50.00 

    Web Fee                            15.00 

Total                    $    265.00     

  

Ending Balance:           $  2,492.34  

 
 
Thank You for your monthly contributions 

 

Contributions are tax deductible 

March Birthdays 

  
 

 

       

 

 
       
         
    

  

 Mick Michieli-Beasley, OFS     03/05     
 Cindy Mohler, OFS                03/13 
 Amy Kulesa, OFS                  03/14      
 Karan Bevers, OFS                    03/21 
 France Staudenmann OFS       03/29   

 
__________________________________ 

 

Remembering Your 

Profession 
 

 
 

    Gail Bunyan, OFS   03/21/99 

PATH OF FAITH DOES NOT ALIENATE  

Pope Francis Easter Message 2013 

The journey of faith is not alienating, it is a preparation for 

arriving at our final destiny.  
 

In the Gospel – John 14:1 - “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”  

Jesus' words are truly beautiful. At the moment of his farewell, 

Jesus speaks to his disciples, but from the heart. He knows that his 

disciples are sad … and He begins to speak of what? About 

heaven, about their final homeland. 'Have faith [in God] and also 

in me? … Using the image of an engineer, of an architect telling 

them what He is going to do: 'I am going to prepare you a place, 

in my Father's house there are many dwelling places.' And Jesus 

goes to prepare a place for us.” 
 

Preparing a place means “preparing our possibility to enjoy, … 

our possibility to see, to understand the beauty of what awaits us, 

of that homeland towards which we walk. All of Christian life is 

Jesus' labor, the Holy Spirit's, to prepare us a place, to prepare our 

eyes to be able to see … our hearing to be able to hear the 

beautiful things, the beautiful words. Above all, to prepare our 

hearts … to love, to love more.” 
 

Along our lives' path the Lord prepares our hearts “with trials, 

with consolations, with tribulations, with good things. The entire 

journey of our lives is a path of preparation. Sometimes the Lord 

has to do it quickly, like He did with the Good Thief. There were 

just a few minutes to prepare him and He did it. But it generally 

happens that way in our lives, doesn't it? Letting him prepare our 

hearts, our eyes, our hearing to arrive at this homeland. Because 

that is our homeland.” 
 

But some would say “that all these thoughts are an alienation, that 

we are alienated, that this is life, the concrete, and beyond it you 

don't know what might be. … But Jesus tells us that it is not thus. 

He tells us: 'Have faith in me as well.' What I am telling you is the 

truth: I am not tricking you; I am not deceiving you. 
 

Preparing oneself for heaven is beginning to greet him from afar. 

This is not an alienation. This is the truth. This is letting Jesus 

prepare our hearts, our eyes, for that great beauty. It is the path of 

beauty, the path of our return to the homeland. May God grant us 

the hope, courage, and humility to let the Lord prepare us a place!   
 
 

 

 

 



 
     

Prayer Partners 
James Kim, OFS 

 

Praying for others has not been easy for me. I myself had many issues to pray, and I 
was busy only to pray for myself or for my family members. However, about two 
years ago, on the day of All Souls, while saying evening prayer of the Liturgy of 
Hours, the Lord mercifully had me understand what praying for others would mean. 
Since then, I have tried to pray for others whenever it is necessary.   
   In Prayer Partners, we see many afflicted people. About one thousand prayer 
petitions are mailed to or dropped at the Shrine of St. Anthony every month from all 
over the United States. In most cases, I feel that the petitions are their cries at the 
bottom. If they were able to manage their difficulties and sufferings by themselves, 
they would not have dropped the petitions at St. Anthony. But now, they may have 
no one, no strength or no resources to rely on. They may just want to cry to the Lord 
with their issues, like young children crying to their moms in need.  
   When I read their petitions, I tried to put my best effort to respond to them and to 
pray for them, I often have forgotten my own issues completely. At that moment, I 
become one of them. I look to the Lord and beg for His mercy. It was the only thing I 
could do.  
   Some months ago, in the book sharing meeting, someone mentioned that he 
almost went to confession when he prayed less, because he felt that praying less 
could be a sin. We all laughed. It sounded like a joke. Listening to his story, however, 
one thing was clear to me. Praying less may not be a sin, but, praying incorrectly 
would be sin; a sin against the first Commandment that is "to love God with all my 
heart, with all my soul and with all my strength." The teaching of the Lord is clear. 
The Lord is not the one whom we can just love, but the one whom we should love 
with all our heart. It is the difference from the second Commandment that is "to love 
your neighbor as yourself."  
   Whenever I begin to pray for the afflicted ones in the Prayer Partners, I come to 
ask myself always if I am praying correctly. St. Teresa of Avila said in her book that 
we cannot speak to the Lord and to the world at the same time. It would be one of 
the examples of praying incorrectly. But in Prayer Partners, I begin to realize that one 
more thing is required when I pray for others. It is that I need to wash my hands first. 
As a Catholic, I need to keep my hands clean all the time, but I realized that it was 
more necessary when I prayed for others. I cannot give my dirty hands to help others 
who are crying to the Lord. Otherwise, how could my prayer to the Lord, which is my 
trust and love to the Lord, and my prayer for others, which is my love to my 
neighbors, be justified? 
   Praying for others, especially those afflicted, is not only to represent my love to 
help them, but it is a process in giving my love, my trust and my heart to the Lord. I 
cannot be free of sin, but when I make my best effort to keep myself clean and then 
pray for the afflicted ones, the Lord would see my heart and my hands, and may 
graciously grant His mercy not only to the ones I am praying for but also to me. It 
would be the moment that the first and second Commandments become inseparable 
in my heart.   

 

 

 

 

 

General Constitutions  

of the  

Secular Franciscan 

Order 

 

December 8, 2000 
 

 The Form of Life 

Article 12 
 

2. Rule 10 With Jesus, 

obedient even to death, they 

should seek to know and do 

the will of the Father. They 

should give thanks to God for 

the gift of freedom and for the 

revelation of the law of love. 

In order to carry out the will of 

the Father, they should accept 

the help which is offered to 

them through the mediation of 

the Church by those who are 

constituted as authority in her 

and by their confreres. They 

should take on the risk of 

courageous choices in their life 

in society with decisiveness 

and serenity. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OUR GATHERINGS – All should make every effort to attend our gathering every month. If you are unable to 

attend due to illness, work or family obligations, contact a council member (see page 1 for telephone numbers).  If 

you are a candidate or are professed and miss a gathering, please send your check for the Common Fund to:                                                

                                                                     

                                                         Michael Radcliffe, OFS 

         7911 Westpark Drive, Apt 2709 

                     Tysons Corner, VA 22102 

Editor: Bob Longo, OFS blongosfo@gmail.com Fraternity Website:  http://stjosephcupertino.sfousa.org/  Page 4 

 

At the Friary 
 

Chapel Open Daily  

From 9 AM – 5 PM  
 

Noon Mass everyday 

 

For more Information call: 

410 531-2800 

mailto:blongosfo@gmail.com
http://stjosephcupertino.sfousa.org/


Regional Council 

 
 

April 21, 2018 

Holy Land Monastery 

9:30 AM 
 

Is the Lord calling you to seek a position on the St. Margaret of Cortona Regional Council for 

2018 – 2021? Please let me know, blongosfo@gmail.com 
 

The Duties of the Regional Council 
 

The Duties of the Regional Minister, who is the person primarily responsible to ensure that the directions and 

decisions of the regional council are put into practice. He or she will keep the council informed concerning his or her 

activities. The regional minister also has the following duties: 
 

□ to call, to preside at, and to direct the meetings of the council; to convoke every three years the elective chapter.  

□ to prepare the annual reports to be sent to the council of the higher level;  

□ to request, with the consent of the council, the pastoral and fraternal visits, at least once every three years; 

□ to put into effect those acts which the Constitutions refer to his or her competence; 

□ the minister represents the region in all its relations with ecclesiastical and civil authorities. In addition, when the      

   regional council acquires a juridical personality in the civil order, the regional minister becomes, when possible, its  

   legal representative. 
 

The Regional Vice-Minister has the following duties: 

□ to collaborate with the regional minister in a fraternal spirit and to support him or her in carrying out the duties   

   proper to him or her; 

□ to exercise those functions which are entrusted to him or her by the council and/or by the assembly or chapter; 

□ to take the place of the regional minister in both his or her competencies and responsibilities in case of absence or  

   temporary incapacity; 

□ to assume the functions of the Regional Minister when the office remains vacant. 
 

The Secretary has the following duties: 

□ to compile the official acts of the council and to assure that they are sent to their respective proper recipients; 

□ to see to the updating and preservation of the records and the registers, noting admissions, professions, deaths,  

   withdrawals, and transfers from local fraternity. 
 

The Director of Formation, has the following duties: 

□ to provide guidance and advice when needed at the local level; 

□ to attend seminars and workshops required at the National level. 
 

The Treasurer, or bursar, has the following duties: 

□ to guard diligently the fair share funds received twice a year from the local fraternity level, recording each receipt in   

   the appropriate register, with the date on which it was given, the name of the contributor, or the one from whom it  

   was collected; 

□ to record in the same register the items of expense, specifying the date and the purpose; 

□ to render an account of his or her administration to the regional council according to the norms of the national 

statutes. 
 

 

 

mailto:blongosfo@gmail.com

