
 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

          

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
Our Fraternity Council 

 

Minister:      Bob Longo, OFS    
                      410-921-0040  
 

V. Minister:   Ed Burgee, OFS          
                      410-788-2718 
 

Formation:   Geri Flynn, OFS     
                      410 730-4395 
 

Secretary:     France 

                      Staudenmann OFS   
                      301-294-3085 

Treasurer:     
                      Michael  

                      Radcliffe OFS    
                      301 310-5204 
 

Councilor:    Lita Maisel OFS    
                       410 747-2374 
 

Spiritual Assistant:  
  Br. Lawrence LaFlame, OFM. Conv      

         410 531-2800               
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Evening Prayer 
 

 
 

The Sixth Sunday  

of Easter Season 

 

ST. JOSEPH CUPERTINO FRATERNITY 
2017 Theme for the Year: Living Our Spirit-Filled Rule 

This Month’s Gathering - May 21, 2017  
 

Laudato Si (Praise be to you – On Care For Our Common Home), Paragraph 34 

“Human beings must intervene when a geosystem reaches a critical state. But 

nowadays, such intervention in nature has become more and more frequent. As a 

consequence, serious problems arise, leading to further interventions; human 
activity becomes ubiquitous, with all the risks which this entails. Often a vicious 
circle results, as human intervention to resolve a problem further aggravates the 

situation. For example, many birds and insects which disappear due to synthetic 
agro toxins are helpful for agriculture: their disappearance will have to be 

compensated for by yet other techniques which may well prove harmful. We must 
be grateful for the praiseworthy efforts being made by scientists and engineers 
dedicated to finding solutions to man-made problems.” ~ Pope Francis   
                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                        

MINISTERS MESSAGE 
 

Dear sisters and brothers in Francis and Clare, 
 

On September 16, 2017 St. Margaret of Cortona Region will begin its second class 

of training professed Secular Franciscans in the “Spiritual Assistant Training 

Program” for our region.  Discernment interviews will be held for those interested in 

the program.  As you are aware, we have a shortage of Spiritual Assistants, several 

of our local fraternities have not had a Spiritual Assistant for a couple of years.  If 

you remember several years ago our fraternity was without a Spiritual Assistant for 

over a year and we are at a friary.  The friars are becoming fewer and more work is 

put on them and many cannot take on the role of a fraternity Spiritual Assistant. The 

“Spiritual Assistant Training Program” is a great way to fill these vacant positions 

throughout our region.   

   If you feel the Lord calling you to be a fraternity Spiritual Assistant and you have 

questions about this program, please contact Br. Kip Ledger, OFM Cap. before June 

15th at friarkip@gmail.com or call 443 257-7611 for more information about this 

wonderful program. 

   On Sunday, May 21st (day of our gathering) a Mass will be celebrated for the 

current formation team.  In October 2016 the newly professed made a gift to the 

Shrine for twelve monthly Masses for our wonderful formation teams.  Please make 

every effort to attend the 12 pm Mass on Sunday and to attend our gathering as we 

will have visitors from our regional council to conduct a regional visitation. 
 

Below is a message from our Formation Director, Geri Flynn, OFS: 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Francis and Clare, 
 

As we continue our year-long study of our Rule, through the Lens of Humility, we 

now come to the examination of our Rule as it applies to how and why "We Are 

To Turn To God". 
  

This turning to God in the stance of humility is seen most clearly in Articles 7, 8, 9, 

10 calling to mind the penitential life to which we are called, the active and 

contemplative modes of prayer that form the basis of our existence, Mary our 

humble, self-giving role model and taking upon ourselves the redemptive obedience 

of Jesus. 

  

The following are questions we will discuss at our Gathering as we strive to live our 

Rule to the full. Please review them and come ready to participate and contribute 

your thoughts as we discuss this fundamental part of our lives as Secular 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
mailto:friarkip@gmail.com
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Please Pray For … 

 

Connie Baker, OFS 

Marlene Feaga, OFS 

Mary Ferrara, OFS 

Marie Lindung, OFS 

Jim Manning, OFS 

Georgianna Papazian, OFS     

Jim Tebo, OFS   

The following are questions we will discuss at our Gathering as we strive to live 

our Rule to the full. Please review them and come ready to participate and 

contribute your thoughts as we discuss this fundamental part of our lives as 

Secular Franciscans. 
  

Please read Article 7 
* What defines your life as penance? 

*Do you do penance or do you live a penitential spirituality? 

*How malleable are you in the hands of God? 

* What holds you back? 
  

Article 9 
* How is Mary a model in your life? 

* What lessons can we take from her silence, her pondering? 

* In what ways can we exemplify Mary's humility? 

 
 

Message from Our Spiritual Assistant – Br. Lawrence  
 

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon and the stars 

Formed by you so bright, precious, and beautiful. 
 

   When we move on beyond Brother Sun, Francis refers to the other elements of 

the celestial realm. He speaks of Sister Moon, the guardian of the night. The 

element that allows us (sometimes) to be able to see in the dark night. It 

enlightens our way in the dark night, but nowhere as brightly as does Brother 

Sun. Even in the darkest of night God provides us with a way to be able to see. I 

do not know how many of you have experienced night, true night. Night without 

lights of any kind around. The kind of night when you cannot even make out the 

outline of your hand right in front of your face. I experienced it on a mountain 

retreat in New York State where there was no light around at all. But the first 

time I remember it was when I was at sea and the sky was deeply overcast. I was 

standing on the boat deck and I could not see a thing anywhere; I was just 

listening to the water as it was moved about by the ship. Suddenly, no more than 

three feet away another sailor struck a match. I had no idea that he was standing 

there at all. I had never experienced that kind of darkness before. I must confess 

that it was an interesting, but very disturbing experience for me.  
    

   Still it is Sister Moon that can rid us of some of that pure or total darkness. It, 

along with the stars, which can guide us along the way (remember the Magi? or 

how Columbus must have made his journey across the sea?). It is for this that 

Francis finds Sister Moon and the stars as so precious to us, so bright for us, and 

beautiful. Remember that beauty is a reflection of God and what God intends for 

each and every part of His creation. The moon and stars do what they do, 

providing for us some protection in the dark or along a journey are precious, 

bright and beautiful because they are there to protect us from the evil of darkness 

(or the absence of light). 
    

   I truly believe that this canticle is a praise of creation because Francis 

recognized that each element of God’s creation functions exactly as God intended 

it to do and it therefore is bright, precious and beautiful. If only human beings, 

given a free will, could learn to use that will to do what it is created for – to give 

us the ability to choose to God what God wants us to do.  ~ Br. Lawrence    

                                                                         
 

 

 

 

 
OUR DECEASED 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
 

Deacon Tom Bello, OFS 

Frances Bastress, SFO  

Joe Bezila, SFO 

Jerry Cichowicz, SFO  

Shirley Costello, OFS 

Joe Cykoski, SFO 

Stella Cykoski, SFO  

Claire Lee Davison, SFO 

Adela Duff, SFO 

Donna Duncan, SFO 

Charles Ferrara, SFO  

Dolores Fritz, OFS 

Marilyn Gilson, SFO 

Richard Hall, SFO  

Joy Kubricky, OFS 

Frances Langbehn, SFO  

Bob Lewis, SFO  

Jean Manning, OFS 

Yvonne Proch, SFO 

 Nancy Seaton, SFO 

Don Sweitzer, OFS 

Betty Taylor, SFO 

Bud Tenley, SFO  

Regina Yeager, SFO  
Dorothy Zalewski, SFO   



Our Franciscan Center Apostolate 
 

Don’t forget to bring your donated items to this month’s gathering, please 

pick from below.  Remember your monthly donation(s) are Tax 

deductible.  
 

       Hand sanitizer   Soap 

      Toothbrushes   Toothpaste 

      Shampoo & Conditioner Washcloths 

      Deodorant    Feminine hygiene products 

      Disposable razors   

 

Quote 
 

Generosity is one of the attributes of God, Who causes the sun 

to shine and the rain to fall upon all, whether just or unjust, and 

ministers to all most lovingly the necessaries of life. Generosity 

is the sister of Charity; it destroys hatred and preserves love.   
                                                                                    ~ St. Francis of Assisi 

 

 

Feast Day – April 28 of Blessed Luchesio Modestini 
(First Secular Franciscan) 

 

Blessed Luchesio Modestini was a merchant in the little town of 

Poggibonzi in Tuscany. More than most merchants, he was so entirely and 

solely concerned with material success that he was generally reputed to be 

an avaricious man. His wife, Buonadonna, was of a similar disposition. 
 

Then the grace of God touched the husband. Blessed Luchesio realized 

how foolish it is to strive only for worldly goods, of which he could take 

nothing with him to eternity, meanwhile forgetting about his soul's 

salvation, as he had, unfortunately, been doing until then. He began to 

practice works of mercy and to perform his religious obligations with 

fidelity; he succeeded in winning his wife over to a similar outlook on life. 

Since they had no one to care for but themselves, and Luchesio feared that 

in conducting his business he might relapse into covetousness, he gave up 

his business entirely. He and his good wife divided everything among the 

poor and retained for themselves only so much acreage as would suffice 

for their support. Luchesio tilled this with his own hands. 
 

About this time St Francis came to Tuscany. After his sermon on  

penance, hosts of people desired to leave all and enter the convent. But the 

saint admonished them calmly to persevere in their vocation, for he had in 

mind soon to give them a special rule according to which they could serve 

God perfectly even in the world. 
 

At Poggibonzi Francis visited Blessed Luchesio, with whom he had 

become acquainted through former business transactions.  St. Francis 

greatly rejoiced to find this avaricious man so altered, and Luchesio, who 

had already heard about the blessed activities of St Francis, asked for 

special instructions for himself and his wife, so that they might lead a life 

in the world that would be pleasing to God. 
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April – 2017 
 

Beginning Balance:       $ 1,717.18  

     Income                              359.00    

Total                                $ 2,076.18 
 

Expenses: 

Brother Lawrence                 100.00 

Franciscan Friars                   100.00 

1st Quarter Charitable Donation          

                                               300.00  

Region Fair Share                 760.00 

Web Fee                                  15.00  

Br. Emmanuel Wenke, OFM Cap.                 

                                               100.00 

Total                                $ 1,375.00 
  

Ending Balance:          $    701.18  
 

Thank You for your monthly 
contributions 

Contributions are Tax Deductible 

May Birthdays 

  
 

 

       

 

 
       
    
     

 

      

 

    Patrick Caughy, OFS     05/18 

    Ray Heverling, OFS        05/31 
 

 

 
 

May 21st 

Regional Visitation and Pastoral 

Visitation 
 

Our Ongoing Formation 

“Presentation of the "Rule” 
 

August 20th  

Fr. Douglas will talk to us on  

Peace and Social Justice 
 

September 17th 

Annual Fraternity Picnic 



St Francis then explained to them his plans for the establishment of an order for lay 

people; and Luchesio and Buonadonna asked to be received into it at once. I will give 

you a rule of life so that you may become perfect.  Francis dressed Luchesio and  

Buonadonna in a tunic and girded them with a cord with multiple nodes, saying, "You 

will live in the world as Penitents, but not of the world: you will do good deeds, you 

will fast, and preach peace and live the holy gospel." 
 

Thus, according to tradition, they became the first members of the Brother and Sisters 

of Penance, which later came to be called the Third Order of St Francis and today 

called the Secular Franciscan Order. 
 

If Luchesio and Buonadonna were really the first Tertiaries, they must have become 

such not long after St Francis founded his First Order in 1209. The first simple rule of 

life, which St Francis gave to the first Tertiaries at that time, was supplanted in 1221 

by one which Cardinal Ugolino prepared in legal wording. And in the same year Pope 

Honorius III approved this rule verbally. For this reason the year 1221 is often given 

as the date of the founding of the Brothers and Sisters of Penance (Third Order of St 

Francis/Secular Franciscan Order). - From http://www.roman-catholic-

saints.com/blessed-luchesio-modestini.html and Assisi Newsletter 

 
 

The salvific meaning of Suffering 

from the Viewpoint of the Secular Franciscan 
 

We rejoice in the extraordinary grace of the holy stigmata of St. Francis, but I have 

been thinking about these extraordinary manifestations of grace that God gives us like 

beacons to catch our attention.  I have been thinking of how we unite our sufferings 

with those of Christ and these can become ordinary manifestations of the suffering of 

Jesus.  I like to call them the ordinary stigmata of life when so united.  Most of us in 

our journey of sanctification draw closer to God in a more silent manner and as we 

day by day grow in a closer union with Him, that is when the ordinary becomes 

sanctified.  United with Christ, these sufferings take on a deep spiritual meaning and 

one can certainly say that through this union, Christ suffers in us.  As St. Paul said, 

we bear in our bodies what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ.  I look at this to 

mean that the redemptive work of Christ is ongoing and we by grace become 

partakers in the salvific work of Christ.  By our charism as professed Secular 

Franciscans, we become consecrated penitents such that our sufferings take on a more 

universal meaning by virtue of that charism.  By our sanctification, this consecration 

becomes the means of our personal salvation as well since charisms do not instantly 

make us holy and are no definitive statement of the holiness of our lives but are 

manifestations of grace for a particular purpose in the Church.  In Holy week when 

we celebrated the Passion of passions, which by faith gives meaning to our suffering, 

our suffering, though uncomfortable, becomes the means of our union with Christ 

through his suffering on the Cross. - By Gerry Pinkas, OFS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

General Constitution of 

the  

Secular Franciscan 

Order 

December 8, 2000 
 

 Article 4 
 

3. Rule 3 The 

Constitutions have as 

their purpose: 

- to apply the Rule; 

- to indicate concretely 

the conditions for 

belonging to the SFO, its 

government, the 

organization of life in 

fraternity, and its seat. 

+-659 

 
                                                
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR GATHERINGS – All should make every effort to attend our gathering every month. If you are unable to 

attend due to illness, work or family obligations, contact a council member (see page 1 for telephone numbers).  If 

you are a candidate or are professed and miss a gathering, please send your check for the Common Fund to:  
                                                  

                                                                      Michael Radcliffe, OFS               

                                                                      6324 Morning Time Lane         

                                                                      Columbia, MD  21044 
 

Editor: Bob Longo, OFS blongosfo@gmail.com Fraternity Website:  http://stjosephcupertino.sfousa.org/ 

 

At the Friary 
 

Chapel Open Daily  

From 9 AM – 5 PM  
 

Noon Mass everyday 12 PM 
 

Friars, Eucharist and Dinner 

Second Thursdays (May, June 

and July - 6:00 – 7:30 pm) 

 

For more Information call: 

410 531-2800 
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