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	 	 	 	 	 	         Tuesday, February 13th, 2018 
 
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 We've past the midway point of Lent and hopefully we have intensified our 
efforts to totally absorb the spirit of the season.  I have three books in my personal 
library that I read during Lent every year.  They've all been around quite a while.  
The first is "A Doctor at Calvary" - it is a translation of La Passion de Jésus Christ 
selon le Chirurgien by  Pierre Barbet, M.D., published in 1950.  It is a surgeon's 
detailed analysis of the sufferings of Christ as revealed by the Shroud of Turin.  I 
always read this book first because it is very technical.  The second book came out in 
1957 and was written by the well-known journalist, Jim Bishop.  It is entitled "The 
Day Christ Died" and is very readable and detailed.  The third book "The Last Hours 
of Jesus", more spiritual than the others, was published in 1960 and was written by a 
Passionist Priest, Fr. Ralph Gorman.  All three books have the Nihil Obstat and 
Imprimatur, are very sound biblically, and, at least for me, are guaranteed to enhance 
my devotion to and appreciation of the horrific suffering and death of Our Lord and 
of His incomprehensible love for all mankind. 

 Yesterday, seven of our members attended the Mass and luncheon at 
Ascension Parish on Fort Myers Beach to celebrate the 100th birthday of St. Mary 
Paschal Sadlier, O.S.C.  She was so full of joy, it was hard to imagine that she could 
be that old.  She spent 82 years in the Religious Life, the last 76 of them as a Poor 
Clare.  At the age of 70, she volunteered to leave her monastery in England and to 
become part of the new San Damiano Monastery on Fort Myers Beach.  The Celebrant 
for the Mass was Bishop Frank Dewane and the homilist was Fr. Regis Armstrong, 
O.F.M. Cap.  He drew a beautiful comparison of her life as a contemplative drawing in 
the goodness of God like a hummingbird sucking in the rich nectar of God's flowers.  
When we exited the Church, we were greeted by a Celtic band with drums and 
bagpipes, belting out some Irish Classics.  I neglected to mention that Sr. Mary 
Paschal was born and raised in Tipperary.  She was totally delighted and filled with 
childlike joy.  I believe that Margie got some great pictures.   

 Several of Sister's relatives had come from Ireland to be part of the 
celebration.  They brought with them a letter from the President of Ireland 
commending her for her long life of dedicated service.  What had been advertised as 
a light lunch turned out to be more like a banquet.  The parish hall was so crowded 
that a tent with tables and chairs had to be set up outside to handle the overflow. 

 I firmly believe that it is impossible to find a sad saint.  Joy, after all, is one 
of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  And just as the closer you get to a fire, the more you 
feel the heat, so the closer you get to God, the source of all happiness, the more you 
share in that happiness.  I have always been taught that in the Beatitudes you can 
just as readily replace the word "Blessed" with the word "Happy".  So may you all be 
happy and blessed at the same time. 

Your brother and servant in Christ, 
Bill 
 

	
Please	support	the	
Pregnancy	Center	
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Please Pray For 

* Pat Gagnon, OFS 
* Roy Eidem, OFS 
* Bob Kowalski, OFS  
*Ed Duff, OFS 
*Jiga Piasecki, OFS 
*Gisela Schwab, OFS 
*Michael Stuart, OFS 
*Carol Gillispie, OFS and her son 
* Bob and Christine Pekar 
* Carol Bart’s son-in-law, Geoff Lam 
* Caterina DiMieri, OFS 

* Jim Grant, OFS 

* Pat Gagnon’s brother-in-law, Tony 

Deceased 
 Jim Prior, OFS 
* Virginia (Ginny) Kronyak, Deacon Bob’s 
daughter 
*Louis DeFrancesca 
*John Lachowyn	
 

TREASURER'S CORNER        ST CLARE FRATERNITY 
FINANCIAL REPORT FEB 2018 

 
Beginning Balance    $4,019 

Income: 
Common Fund                           $   190 
Fair Share   $   275 
Books    $       5 
Donation to Special Fund $   300 
   
Expenses: 
Fair Share to FFM Region $ 1,320 
Donation to St Matthews $    200 
Visitation   $    200 
Misc.    $     24 
 

Ending Balance  $ 3,045 
  
Thank you for your generosity. 
If you are unable to attend the meeting please send your 
monthly donation to my attention at: 
St Clare Fraternity 
c/o Patricia Gagnon, OFS 
23 Grouper Dr. 
Naples, FL 34112 
FAIR SHARE REMINDER. 
Thank you to all that have paid the Fair Share of $55 for the 
year 2018. Please make payment as soon as you are able.  
Professed members as well as candidates are required to pay 
their Fair Share that will be sent to the region. Thank you 
sincerely.  

Hospitality  

March 18 
Entrée – Jan Snyder 
Dessert and Beverage – Marsanne Reid 

April 22 
Entree - Pat Gagnon 

Dessert and Beverage - Anne Marie Hovancsek 

 	

 

March 18  
Carol Bart will facilitate Session #6 
 
April 22 – Bill Roche will facilitate Session #7 
 
May 27 - Sheila Solomon will facilitate Session 
#8 
 

	

March and April Birthdays and Professions 

                         
 
There are no birthdays or Profession 
anniversaries for the remainder of March 
and April.  
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Short Quotes for Inspiration 

What is Most Personal is Most Universal      2/23/18 Henri Nouwen 
 

 We like to make a distinction between our private and public lives and say, "Whatever I do in 
my private life is nobody else's business." But anyone trying to live a spiritual life will soon discover 
that the most personal is the most universal, the most hidden is the most public, and the most 
solitary is the most communal. What we live in the most intimate places of our beings is not just for 
us but for all people. That is why our inner lives are lives for others. That is why our solitude is a gift 
to our community, and that is why our most secret thoughts affect our common life. 
	

Our Unique Call       3/10/18     Henri Noumen 
 

       We are not called to save the world, solve all problems, and help all people. But we each have 
our own unique call, in our families, in our work, in our world. We have to keep asking God to help us 
see clearly what our call is and to give us the strength to live out that call with trust. Then we will 
discover that our faithfulness to a small task is the most healing response to the illnesses of our time.	

Listening as Spiritual Hospitality 3/11/18      Henri Nouwen 
 Listening is much more than allowing another to talk while waiting for a chance to respond. 
Listening is paying full attention to others and welcoming them into our very beings. The beauty of 
listening is that, those who are listened to start feeling accepted, start taking their words more 
seriously and discovering their own true selves. Listening is a form of spiritual hospitality by which 
you invite strangers to become friends, to get to know their inner selves more fully, and even to 
dare to be silent with you. 
	

Book	Review	

	

				The	Tale	of	Three	Trees	retold	by	Tim		
Jonke	and	illustrated	by	Angela	Elwell		
Hunt.			
Three	young	trees	stand	on	a	hill	sharing	
their	dreams	for	the	future.		What	actually	happens	is	
beyond	their	ability	to	imagine.		This	is	a	beautiful	Easter	
story	for	children	and	adults.			
	
	

Rule 18   

 

Moreover they should respect all creatures, 
animate and inanimate, which "bear the imprint 
of the Most High," and they should strive to 
move from the temptation of exploiting 
creation to the Franciscan concept of universal 
kinship. 
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Editor:	Sheila	Solomon,	sheilasolsfo@gmail.com	

Generous With Their Time and Talents 
I participate in a ministry at St. William's Church called Catholics Welcome Home. It provides a setting for 
persons who have been away from the Church to " come a see " for themselves, the changes that have taken 
place in the Church during their absence. The majority on the team had been lapsed Catholics and had the 
experience of returning to the Catholic Faith. Our faith journeys are shared throughout.  My experience of having 
been a Religious for many years, as a Maryknoll Sister, gives the group another perspective on nuns and seems 
to help those who had negative experiences with religious in their past.  The program consists of two series of 
six weeks (one evening a week) it begins the first of January thru Easter. 
Please feel free to contact Jeanne Sachs O.F.S. for more information.  Thank you. 

Jeanne Sachs	

Silence 
 
Could God be silence, after all 
After all the words, rituals 
Proclamations, incantations? 
 
After the hymns and pro sessions 
After tears and lamentations, 
Could silence be the answer? 
 
Silence loud with divinity 
No words, no thoughts, no images 
Could silence be the God of prayer? 
 
As when, silent, he wrote in sand 
And she - smelling his feet - heard? 
 
Murray Bodo 
from A Far Country Near 
Poems New and Selected 
Tau Publishing 

Sr.	Mary	Paschal	Sadlier,	
															O.S.C.	
Born	March	12,	1918	
Celebrating	her	100th			
birthday	

The Poor Clares are a 
group of contemplative 
nuns who live a life of 
prayer, community and 
joy. 

“I	Praise	God	for	His	goodness	
to	me.	Amen”		
(Sr.	Mary)	
	

Franciscan Saints 

April 3 – St. Benedict the Black, 1st Order 
April 16 – St. Bernadette Soubirous, Cordbearer of St. Francis 
April 17 – St. Benedict Joseph Labre, Cordbearer of St. Francis 
April 21 – St. Conrad of Parzham, 1st Order 
 


