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Minister’s Message 
 

My	dear	Brothers	and	Sisters	in	Christ,	
					Recently	I	attended	a	two-hour	talk	by	Jeff	Cavins	at	Our	Lady	of	Light	Parish	in	
Fort	Myers	with	a	few	other	parishioners	from	Marco	Island.		I	was	interested	in	
attending	because	I	have	facilitated	at	San	Marco	two	of	his	eight	week	DVD	
series	entitled	"Walking	Toward	Eternity".		As	a	speaker,	he	is	informative,	
inspirational	and	occasionally	quite	humorous.		The	heart	of	his	talk	that	evening	
was	to	remind	us	that	we	are	all	called	to	follow	Jesus	as	his	disciples.		Like	Jesus,	
we	are	to	be	so	in	love	with	our	Heavenly	Father	that	we	ought	to	be	telling	
everyone,	both	in	our	words	and	in	our	actions,	how	awesome	He	is	and	how	
worthy	He	is	of	our	praise,	obedience	and	gratitude.			
						If	that	is	true	of	all	the	baptized,	how	much	more	true	is	that	of	us	as	Secular	
Franciscans	who	by	our	profession	have	promised	to	live	the	Gospel	life,	following	
in	the	footsteps	of	Jesus,	with	the	charism	of	St.	Francis.		I,	and	all	Secular	
Franciscans,	must	constantly	ask	ourselves	if	we	are	being	true	to	our	Franciscan	
vocation.		Are	we	personally,	and	communally,	involved	in	addressing	the	
injustices	and	evils	in	our	society?		In	what	ways	are	we	striving	to	bring	peace	
and	unity	to	all	the	discord	and	violence	that	has	become	so	commonplace?		How	
are	we	addressing	the	issues	of	the	poor	and	disenfranchised?		These	are	not	
issues	that	we	can	sidestep	by	saying	that	we	are	too	old,	or	too	shy,	or	not	
sufficiently	gifted.		We	can't	say	that	this	is	not	our	job;	that	it	should	be	left	to	
those	who	are	more	qualified.		Those	God	calls,	and	that	would	be	us,	he	also	
qualifies.		There	is	nothing	positive	that	you	can	do	that	will	not	be	blessed	with	
God's	grace.		
					We	have	all	heard	the	criticism	that,	as	a	fraternity,	we	appear	to	some	to	be	
little	more	than	an	excellent	prayer	group,	not	that	there	is	anything	wrong	with	
praying	together.		But	it	mustn't	stop	there.		If	your	life	as	a	Secular	Franciscan	is	
only	manifested	once	a	month	at	our	fraternal	get	together,	then	despite	your	
profession,	you	can	hardly	consider	yourself	to	be	a	Secular	Franciscan.		Our	
meetings	are	intended	to	be	the	"fuel"	that	animates	and	invigorates	us	to	go	
forth	to	live	in	society	as	active	Franciscans.		If	all	Christians	are	intended	by	God	
to	be	the	salt	that	preserves	and	enriches	society,	and	also	the	light	that	is	not	
hidden	away	but	brings	light	and	awareness	to	all	the	darkness	and	gloom	that	
surrounds	us,	how	much	more	are	we	as	Secular	Franciscans	intended	to	be	the	
salt	of	the	earth	and	the	light	of	the	world.		God,	no	doubt,	would	be	delighted	to	
make	us	more	"salty"	and	share	with	us	more	of	His	light,	if	only	we	ask	Him.	
					I	will	not	be	at	our	next	meeting	since,	my	family,	God	bless	them,	made	plans	
without	consulting	me,	to	bring	me	on	a	Caribbean	cruise	to	celebrate	my	80th	
birthday,	a	milestone	I	never	expected	to	reach.		I	will	certainly	be	with	you	in	
spirit,	even	though	I	may	be	sitting	poolside	with	an	ice-cold	Margarita.	-	only	
kidding.		May	God	bless	all	of	you	and	give	you	His	peace.	
Your	brother	and	servant	in	Christ,	
Bill	
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Please Pray For …. 

 

 

     
   
     

 

 

* Roy Eidem, OFS   
*Janet Eidem, OFS (caregiver) 
* Bob Kowalski, OFS  
*Bill Roche OFS 
* Virginia (Ginny) Kronyak, Deacon 
Bob’s daughter 
* Jim and Cyndi and the repose of 
the soul of their son, Danny.  

*Our new President Elect, Donald 
Trump 
*Ed Duff 
*Jiga Piasecki 
*Gisela Schwab 
*Michael Stuart 
*Carol Gillispie 
* Bob and Christine Pekar 

TREASURER'S CORNER 
ST CLARE FRATERNITY 

FINANCIAL REPORT JAN 2017 

Beginning Balance    $2,415 

Income: 
Common Fund                           $   340 
Fair Share Received  $   715 
Liturgy of Hours Sales  $     15                          
   
Expenses: 
St. Matthews House Donation  $   200 
 
Ending Balance  $3,285 
  
Thank you for your generosity. 
If you are unable to attend the meeting 
please 
send your monthly donation to my attention 
at: 
St Clare Fraternity 
c/o Patricia Gagnon, OFS 
23 Grouper Dr. 
Naples, FL 34112  

 

Our DNA as Children: From	the	Pope’s	morning	homily	
(February	7,	2017) 

Our DNA as Children 
     “First of all, He gave us His ‘DNA’, that is, He made 
us His children, created us in His image, and likeness, 
like Him. And when one makes a child, he cannot take it 
back: the son is made, he exists. And whether or not he 
resembles the father, he is a son; he has received his 
identity. If the child is good, his father is proud of that 
son, right?, ‘Look at how good he is!’ 
     “And even if he is a little ugly,” Francis 
reasoned,  “the father in any case says: ‘Isn’t he 
beautiful!’, because a father is like this. Always. And if 
the son is bad, the father justifies him, waiting for him ” 
     Jesus, he noted, taught us how a father waits for his 
children. (He gave us the identity of a child: to ‘man and 
woman’, we must add the identity of ‘child’. We ‘are like 
gods’, because we are children of God.” 

Earth entrusted to humanity 
     God’s second gift in Creation, Pope Francis said, is 
a ‘task,’ namely the work of advancing Creation. 
     “Not to destroy it; but to make it grow, to care for it, 
to keep it and make it carry on. He gave everything. It’s 
funny, I sometimes think, ‘He did not give us money.’ 
We have everything. Who gave us money? I don’t 
know. 
     “Grandmothers have this saying that ‘the devil 
enters through the pocket’. This may be… God gave 
humanity all of Creation to preserve it and care for it: 
this is the gift. And finally, ‘God created mankind in His 
image, male and female He created them.'” 
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Franciscan Saints  
March 2.  St. Agnes de Prague, Poor Clares 
 
March 14.  St. Catherine de Genes, Franciscan Third 
Order 
 

	

In	the	year	1205,	St.	Agnes	of	Prague	was	born	on	the	feast	day	of	the	holy	virgin	
and	martyr,	St.	Agnes.		Her	father	was	the	king	of	Bohemia	and	her	mother	was	
the	aunt	of	St.	Elizabeth	of	Hungary.			Agnes	was	betrothed	at	three	years	old	to	
the	son	the	duke	of	Silesia	and	was	therefore	sent	to	the	Silesain	convent	at	
Trebnitz	to	be	educated.	Since	the	boy	she	was	betrothed	to	died	Agnes	was	
moved	to	the	convent	at	Doxan	in	Bohemia.	Though	many	royal	men/boys	
throughout	Europe	declared	their	desire	to	marry	Agnes,	she	begged	Pope	
Gregory	IX	to	intervene	because	Agnes	wanted	her	marriage	to	be	with	God	rather	
than	man.		Pop	Gregory	gave	his	consent	and	she	entered	the	Poor	Clares.		As	a	
sister,	Agnes	was	known	for	her	fervor	in	prayer,	obedience,	religious	discipline,	
self-denial,	and	humility.		She	became	an	abbess	at	her	convent	but	because	of	
humility	used	the	title	“senior	sister”.				

		

The	Rule	

Article	12:	Witnessing	to	the	good	yet	to	come	and	obliged	to	acquire	purity	of	heart	because	
of	the	vocation	they	have	embraced,	they	should	set	themselves	free	to	love	God	and	their	
brothers	and	sisters.	

Commentary	from	the	FUN	manual:	Blessed	John	Duns	Scotus	gives	us	a	very	basic	definition	
of	God.		God	is	Love.	We	are	to	prepare	a	welcomed	place	for	those	whom	we	encounter.		
We	are	to	put	aside	those	issues,	those	possessions,	those	fears	that	keep	us	focused	on	our	
self	so	that	we	are	better	able	to	focus	on	the	other.		

Up Coming Events 

          Regional Conference: April 28 to April 30 
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Feb. 27 – March 26, 2017 

   
 
 

 
 
     

Birthdays 
March 4 – Jeanne Sachs 
March 8 – Caterina DeMieri 
March 9 – Gisela Schwab 

Profession 

     March 17 – Pat Gagnon 
	

February	Gathering	

																								 			

Hospitality	

Main	Dish	–	Luca	Hickman	

Dessert	and	Beverage	–	Sheila	
Solomon		

Formation	

Pat	Gagnon	

Ash Wednesday 

     According to Catholic Encyclopedia dies cinerum (day of ashes) dates back to the eighth 
century.  The ashes used to make the sign of the cross on our foreheads are made by burning 
the palms blessed on Palm Sunday the previous year.  In the blessing of the ashes, four prayers 
are used – all of the ancient.  Ash Wednesday comes from the ancient Jewish tradition of 
penance and fasting.  The practice includes wearing ashes on the head. The ashes symbolize the 
dust from which God made us. As the priest applies the ashes to a person's forehead, he 
speaks the words: "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return." Alternatively, 
the priest may speak the words, "Repent and believe in the Gospel." 

           

Catholic Encyclopedia and Catholic Online	
 

The	Still,	Small	Voice	of	Love						1/13/17					Henri	Nouwen	
	
Many voices ask for our attention. There is a voice that says, "Prove that you are a good person." Another 
voice says, "You'd better be ashamed of yourself." There also is a voice that says, "Nobody really cares about 
you," and one that says, "Be sure to become successful, popular, and powerful." But underneath all these 
often very noisy voices is a still, small voice that says, "You are my Beloved, my favor rests on you." That's 
the voice we need most of all to hear. To hear that voice, however, requires special effort; it requires 
solitude, silence, and a strong determination to listen.  That's what prayer is. It is listening to the voice that 
calls us "my Beloved." 
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Welcoming Our New Inquirers 

   
                                     Luca Hickman, Anne Marie, Margie, Linda, and Lamia Chami 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 
Editor	of	St.	Clare	Fraternity	newsletter:	Sheila	Solomon	OFS,								(sheilasolsfo@gmail.com	

Correction:	Last	month	I	shared	a	video	about	the	five	
Franciscan	Martyrs	who	were	sent	to	Spain	to	convert	
the	Moslems	there.		I	stated	that	the	Five	Franciscan	
Martyrs	regions	took	their	name	from	these	friars.		On	
this	point	I	was	wrong.		Pat	Gagnon	helped	enlighten	
me.		Please	see	below.	
 
Georgia martyrs died defending Church 
teaching  
In 1597, five Franciscan missionaries were killed 
by Native Americans — likely over a 
disagreement about the sanctity of marriage J.J. 
Ziegler OSV Newsweekly 
	

https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly/ByIssue/Articl
e/TabId/735/ArtMID/13636/ArticleID/15932/Georgia-
martyrs-died-defending-Church-teaching.aspx	

	

A Church of Scotland Prayer 

May my actions draw attention to you, my God! 

Help me to bring light into the darkness of life, 
spreading hope for a better world, 
a world where justice is made real by your 
children living together in harmony. 

Help me to bring salt into the blandness of life, 
encouraging vitality and joy in living 
in a world that dares to hope 
for the future that you promise, 
where all your children will know they are 
loved and valued and treasured, 
created in your image, 
bringing you glory forever. 
Amen. 

	


